	Valley Christian Schools

Department of Jazz Studies


POLICIES and DISCIPLINE PLAN

Hello,

 

The new school year is upon us and I look forward to a year of adventure and growth as students explore the world of creative music at Valley Christian. The following information is intended to make our process clear. The vision of this department is to develop young students into creative, skillful and imaginative musicians and to expose them to a variety of genres.  Our goal is to see excellence and a love of music as the final product of our efforts together. 

  
It is a privilege to mentor your children in this endeavor and I thank you for taking the time to read through these pages.


Dave Gregoric

Director of Jazz Studies
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Do it heartily s unto the Lord.” Col.3:23



Valley Christian Schools

CLASSROOM PROCEDURES
1. Valley Christian musicians show respect and are courteous at all times.

2. Valley Christian musicians express, create, play, and make joyful sounds when appropriate and beneficial to the group.

3. Valley Christian musicians respect and care for all musical instruments and classroom equipment.

4. Valley Christian musicians are always prepared for rehearsal and performances, including having the right equipment and supplies.

5. Valley Christian musicians leave negative attitudes at the door.

COURSE AIMS AND OBJECTIVES
(1) In this class you will learn how jazz and contemporary music works. You will become familiar with the rhythmic, harmonic, melodic and fundamental principles of music. These skills and concepts will prepare you for performing meaningful music.

(2) In this class you will learn scale and chord theory, which is applicable to all Western music.  You should leave this course with a fundamental understanding of how chords and scales work and the ability to manipulate them in practical situations. 

(3) At the end of the class you will be able to identify some of the different styles and configurations used in jazz and popular music. 

 (4) This is a performance group and as such we will prepare and present a wide variety of music. The styles of jazz and pop are varied and some you will like and some you will tolerate.  This course will give you tools to analyze and critique a wide variety of music from an informed point of view. 

(5) The most important aim of this course is to allow you the freedom to perform and improvise jazz in a diversity of settings and styles. 

ATTITUDE

When we develop our gifts and talents, we are being good stewards and honoring our Heavenly Father with our efforts.  Determination, patience, and perseverance are parts of a winning formula that will bless and strengthen your Christian walk.
A great attitude is something you build your whole lifetime. There are so many great musicians out in the world who sit at home because they can’t get along with others. Be positive and listen for what people are communicating both musically and personally. A wise man (or woman) listens to what everyone has to say, both musically and verbally. Be soulful, humble, patient, kind, and prayerful. These are the ingredients of a good attitude.

A positive attitude is extremely important. Leave your troubles at the door and come into rehearsals fresh. Don’t complain it if you are tired because more than likely there are others who are worse off than you. Enjoy life and this great music we play!

 
As in other areas, Mr. Gregoric will give warnings when necessary, then make disciplinary actions and finally drop a student from the program if that student chooses not to maintain the agreed upon attitude.
BEHAVIOR
The area of behavior is one that is also very important to the group’s growth and development. Every musician is an important part of the whole and expected to behave in a professional manner.  Think about the following:

1. Pay attention to what is going on in the rehearsal. BE INVOLVED! You will play like a pro by being alert and engaged in your music.

2. Only using the equipment one is directed to use by the Instructor. This includes proper care, handling, and maintenance of all equipment that is Valley Christian School property. 

3. Be on time to rehearsal. Being in the room does not mean that you are on time if you are not prepared to play. We start rehearsals with a five minute set-up…practice setting up your horn and music to achieve your goal. 

4. Use your time wisely at rehearsals.  We are there to make music and nothing else! There are consequences for behaving badly so beware! 

RESPONSIBILITY

All band students are responsible for the following:

1. To learn all music assigned by Mr. Gregoric by the deadlines outlined in rehearsal.

2. To keep all equipment used in excellent condition.  Except for normal wear, equipment checked out is to be returned in the same condition it was received.  Any damage to equipment is to be reported to the Instructor before any attempt to repair is made.

3. To help set-up and teardown the band at performances and at rehearsals where and when necessary.  No members of the band will be excused until all teardown work is completed.  In this way the work is SHARED among everyone in the group.

4. To keep all facilities used in a neat, clean, and orderly condition.

5. To attend every rehearsal and performance and in case of an absence, to see that one’s music is delivered to the band for the missed time.

6. To maintain good standing in all other academic classes.

7. Returning members of the band are expected to set leadership examples for new members in the band.  This includes helping new members to get adjusted to the groups as well as being a good example of all the rules in this handbook.

8. Music and Instruments must be stored in designated areas of the rehearsal room. A $1.00 fine will be given for instruments and/or music left out. 

LOST OR DAMAGED MUSIC

The cost of band literature is scary to say the least!  One piece can run as high as $125.00.  In some cases, band members have one-of-kind parts.  Publishing companies do not replace individual parts so replacement of music involves the director extracting parts from the master score (very time consuming) or the purchase of another copy of the entire arrangement (very costly). While it’s true that our students have generally been careful when it comes to our music library, should any literature be lost or damaged, the parents will be billed in the following manner:  

Individual part
Price of replacement - cost of individual part divided by whole arrangement.

Complete folder:
Price of all parts and/or copying costs

UNIFORM (Jazz Performance groups)

Concert attire for the ALL GROUPS will be:

Boys:

1.
Black dress slacks (no jeans / no cotton “docker” type).

2.
Black collar VC Jazz performance shirt (approximate cost $21.50)
3.
Black dress shoes / black socks (no tennis shoes).

Girls:
1.
Black dress pants.

2.
Black collar VC Jazz performance shirt (approximate cost $21.50)
3.
Black dress shoes / black socks (no tennis shoes)
NOTE:  No white showing:  soles of your shoes, shoe laces, undershirt/t-shirt, cami, etc.
INSTRUMENT SECURITY

1. Label all instruments by either:

· Engraving your name on the instrument itself,

· Labeling a luggage tag and attaching it to the case,

· Putting a sticker inside the case with name address and phone number.

2. Be sure you have a record of the instruments:

· Brand name

· Model

· Serial number

· Estimated value

3. Carry the instrument in your homeowner’s insurance policy.  Be sure to get details on coverage and deductible.

4. If your son or daughter is in after school or before school sports, check with the coach for a secure place to store the instrument during practices and when going to games.

Things to think about if an instrument is stolen…

· Instruments are stolen for quick cash.

· They usually are sold at pawnshops within one or two days.

· Pawnshops report serial numbers or merchandise to the police, which are then checked against reports of thefts.

· After a reasonable check to determine that an instrument is not merely misplaced, it should be reported stolen (including brand and serial number) by the parents as soon as possible.

· Rental instrument liability can be limited if a police report has been filed by the family.

GRADING SYSTEM
 
There are many factors to an assessment system for music classes that do not easily compute into a grade.  What formula accurately calculates the artistic interpretation of an etude or measure the attitude of the young student who has three hours of homework and still finds time to practice?  The answer is found in not only in the objective (completed assignments, tests, performance) but also in the subjective (attitude, perseverance, artistic expression). Together these components are the recipe for the complete music student. 

There are four parts to this grading system.  Students are given points for practice (homework), classroom assessment (tests), performance (concerts), and participation (attitude). 

Practice (35%) - Home practice is required. The development of a musician's skills is dependent upon sequenced drills and exercises to develop muscle memory and strength.  It is always better to practice short sessions spread through the week. Students are encouraged to do daily “exercise” to maintain and develop skills. Students should approach the playing of their instruments as athletic endeavors, which requires a serious approach to training, endurance and skill acquisition. Respecting the technical aspects of performance will enhance the artistic expression of all of our musicians.


The tally sheet is a self-grading system that lets the student record weekly progress through home practice and other music related events. 


Lessons (study with a music professional) an/or tutoring (working with a high school student) are important in the development of skills and good study habits. This class requires that each student has at least TWO LESSONS per month.
 

WEEKLY SECTIONALS ARE REQUIRED. Sectionals are group practice sessions where sections of the band work separately on the music that last for at least 30 minutes of actual playing time. The sectional is where most of the work of a great band is done. Student leaders do the scheduling of sectionals and the success of the group is dependent on the support of all musicians. Even the interaction that occurs in duets between peers improves intonation, time and reading skills. 


Listening is the final criteria of home practice. Our ears must develop from excellent models of performance and artistry. This does not mean that young musicians should only listen to classical or jazz music; there is quality music in almost every genre of music worth listening to.  It does imply that we should listen to quality music from a variety of sources. Mozart and Beethoven were the popular stars of their time and probably would be fans of jazz and rock today. A balanced diet of all styles makes for a healthy ear! However…if you want to sound like a jazz player, you need to know what a jazz player sounds like. Finding role models for sound, rhythmic ideas, style, harmonic ideas, is accomplished through listening!

Classroom assessment (15%) -  Playing tests will assess skills and knowledge of material covered in class. Classroom assignments will include scale proficiency, repertoire, and other technical requirements appropriate to the grade level.


Performance (40%) - Performance and scheduled rehearsals are required and the participation of all students is essential to group success.  Points can only be made-up for extreme illnesses, or an extreme family emergency. Family emergencies include death in the family, or serious illness of a family member. You must call or write a note as soon as possible regarding the illness or emergency so alternate plans can be made. When a student is the only one playing his/her part, it is critical to the success of the entire group that he/she is present.  Students will be responsible for attending required activities and being dressed properly. 

Participation (10%) - Students will be evaluated on citizenship and leadership abilities demonstrated in the classroom. Quality of comments, insight and extent of learning reflected in classroom performance and participation will be factors in this area.
COURSE POLICIES
1.  Attendance is mandatory at Valley Christian and this course will be impossible if you don’t attend.  School policy mandates that repeated absence will result in the loss of one cumulative grade (four absences) or even a failing grade for the semester (six absences).  Please see me if you must miss more than two classes. 

2.  Any work not submitted will receive a zero grade. 

3.  Deadlines are firm, so plan ahead.  THERE WILL BE NO LATE WORK OR MAKE-UPS except as allowed by School rules for extreme illness and conflicts with other scheduled events. 

5.  I can't read your mind.  I really want and learn from your feedback.  If something is not working, let’s change it.  I can't do anything to fix your complaint if I don't know about it; PLEASE TELL ME!   E-mail is a very effective form of communication without confrontation.

Mr. Dave Gregoric 

Office Phone:  408-513-2468

Cell 408-582-3788

Email: dakpop@yahoo.com (this will be faster than the school site)
Summer Camps
Cazadero Performing Arts Camp (in the Russian River Redwoods)

CAZPAC@cazpac.org
www.cazpac.org
510-527-7500

Pacific Music Camp
Bruebeck Institute Jazz Camp (at the University of the Pacific in Stockton)

sperdicaris@uop.edu
www.uop.edu/conservatory
209-946-2416

Hayward La Honda Music Camp (in the Santa Cruz Mountains)

lahondamusiccamp@yahoo.com
www.lahondamusiccamp.com
510-537-4871

Lafayette Summer Music Workshop
contact Bob Athayde at: bathayde@lafsd.k12.ca.us
www.LafSMW.com
Berklee College of Music, Boston, Mass.

summer@berklee.edu
Donner Mine Camp
http://www.dmmc.org/

CSU Stanislaus Music Camp
www.csustan.edu/music/camp
DWolford@csustan.edu
San Jose Jazz Summer Camp

http://www.sanjosejazz.org/

contact the San Jose Jazz Society at: (408) 288-7557 x-2329

MUSIC STORES

	Music Village
	2985 Union Ave

(near Foxworthy)
	San Jose
	377-2504

	Music Village
	5885 Santa Teresa


	San Jose
	629-1812

	Lemmon Percussion
	820 Willow

(near Bird)
	San Jose
	286-9150

	Guitar Showcase
	3090 S. Bascom
	San Jose
	377-5864



	Music Go Round
	5035 Almaden Expressway
	San Jose, CA 95118
	(408) 266-1566


	Byron Hoyt Music

Co.
	2525 16th St.
	San Francisco
	(415) 431-8055



	Best Music
	1716 Broadway
	Oakland
	(510) 832-2024



	West Valley Music


	1350 Grant Rd

Suite 11B
	Mt. View
	(650) 961-1566

	Musician’s Warehouse


	2230 Quimby Rd.
	San Jose
	270-2900

	 The Music Tree
	 17470 S Monterey Rd
	 Morgan Hill
	779-4312



	The World of 

Music
	20015 St. Creek Blvd
	Cupertino
	252-8264

	Campbell Music

Center
	827 W. Hamilton Ave 
	Campbell
	373-5204

	Yamaha Peninsula

Music


	861 S. Winchester Blvd
	San Jose
	241-9700



	Monterey Street

Music


	7432 Monterey St
	Gilroy
	848-1064


*This list is only intended for reference only.

Valley Christian Schools does not promote any one establishment.
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